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states could be given.23 Ostensibly, the concept was used for the first time in this relation way in 

a report on Togoland’s referendum on independence in 1956.43 

 Many years later, theThe UN involvement in the referendum in Namibia in November 

1989 was different in principle. It was different, because the election was not just an element of 

the colony’s rather long liberation process but also an integral part of the UN’s peace-

keepingpeacekeeping efforts in the area. 

 In February 1990, the UN supervised the elections in Nicaragua. The interesting point 

here is that thisThis was done at the request of the country itself, and in preparationto allow for 

verification of the entire election process, and not only of what happened onjust the events of 

election day. Thus the activities of the world organizationUN became an elementplayed a role in 

the election process of an independent member country, n. Not all UN members saw this as a 

positive development. 

 Subsequent elections and referendums in which the UN has been directly involved, either 

as part of peacekeeping efforts or because the countries in question needed sought the approval 

of the UN,, primarily include: those in Haiti (December 1990), Angola (September 1992), 

Cambodia (May 1993), and Mozambique (October 1994). A The UN has had considerable 

involvement in countries such as Eritrea (April 1993), South Africa (April 1994), and Malawi 

(June 1993 and May 1994)—even though partly for other different reasons might be added to the 

list.45  

 As will appear from the abovethe list above demonstrates, the latest and moremost 

intensive development has only been going on for less than ten years. In addition, many other 

places besides these civil war-ridden countries have experienced dramatic developments towards 

democracy during the same period of time. In many cases, individual countries have been 
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